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As you read that word 'Lionism,' what comes to mind?   
 

I'll tell you what Lionism means to me: SERVICE.  How will 25-
C Lions rise to the ever-increasing challenges of helping people in our 
District?  There are many answers to this question, but it really all boils 
down to one thing: through the development of our most valuable 
asset…OUR MEMBERSHIP!  Together with 1st VDG Mary Pat Short 
and 2nd VDG Larry Graden, you will be hearing a lot about 
membership this year. 

As Lions, we will make a more positive impact on our goals in 
the short-term, by an increase in the number of our members 
(RECRUITMENT); and in the long-term, by keeping our members 
involved in our mission (RETENTION).  Both of these are equally 
important.  I’m not saying anything new - I'm sure you have heard this 
before. 

Who in your club serves as your Membership Chairperson?  
Does that person provide a report to your club on a regular basis?  
Does your Membership Committee meet regularly?  Does your club 
have an initiative designed to both attract new members and to retain 
existing members?  How can I support your efforts? 

I've challenged each club in District 25-C to a bold goal: a net 
increase of 5 members in your club by June 30, 2012.  If we reach this 
goal, we will all accomplish more.  It suffices to say, more members 
means more will get done in our communities.  I don’t care how large 
your club is, more members means you can get more done (or at the 
very least, get it done more effectively). 

I’m sure you are familiar with the old saying, “A rising tide lifts all 
ships.”  Let’s get about the business of lifting up our clubs through an 
increase in our membership tide! 

� � DG Eric Ahlbrand
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 Born in Scotland and educated in England, Pat emigrated to Canada and 
has resided in West Lafayette since 1970. Pat’s 25 year career as 
Corporate Secretary was with Great Lakes Chemical Corporation, a 
Fortune 300 worldwide chemical company. After her retirement from Great 
Lakes, Pat formed her own company, Executive Meeting Planners.  EMP 
works with major US corporations to plan and coordinate meetings of 
senior executives and their Boards.  

Pat is a 17-year member of the Lafayette Lions Club and was its 
first female inductee.  She has served as its President and Treasurer and currently is club 
Secretary.  In addition, Pat is Zone Chair for Region 2 –Zone A. She is a Melvin Jones Fellow and 
holds a membership key.  

In other community service, she is Treasurer of the Art League of Greater Lafayette. Pat is 
a past president of Kappa Kappa Kappa – Epsilon Chapter, as well as a former member of its 
State Philanthropic Committee.  Pat has also served on the boards of the 42nd Royal Highlanders; 
the Purdue International Center, Junior Achievement, and Civic Theater of Lafayette.  She served 
as a big sister in the Big Brothers-Big Sisters program for five years. 

 Pat received recognition by the Indiana Network of Women in Business for outstanding 
corporate achievement and in 1995 was one of its “Spotlight on Women” Honorees. She was also 
a nominee for the 2006 YWCA “Salute-to-Women” Award.  

Pat and her husband, PDG Charlie, have been together for 23 years and look forward to 
many fun years of continued service to others through Lionism. 

Laf ayet t e.  Pat  i s a  p ast  o f  as o n e i t s Sp o t l i g h t  o n  Wom en  Hon o r ees w as a 

n o m i n ee f o r  t h e 2 0 0 6  YWCA Sal u t e- t o - Wo m en  A war d .   
 
 
 
Lion Larry became a member of the Brownsburg Lions Club in 

2004. In 2005-06 he served as the newsletter editor for PDG Billy 
Chastain. In 2007-08 he served as the club’s president and was 
selected as the Lion of the Year in 2008. In 2008 he was a co-
coordinator for an eyeglass recycling collection program in local 
elementary schools that continues today. 

In 2008 he was appointed by PDG Ron Spivey as a trustee for 
Indiana Lions for Leader Dog and in 2009 was elected to a full term. This year he serves as the 
district chair and also as the treasurer for the project. In 2009-10 he served as the District 
Secretary for PDG Nick Xinopoulos. In 2009 he received a Melvin Jones fellowship and a W.P. 
Woods fellowship. 

Lion Larry and wife Lion Suzanne moved to Indiana from St Louis Missouri in 2003. He 
works as a home infusion pharmacist. They have two children and two granddaughters. 

 

1st VDG Mary Pat Short’s Bio  

2nd VDG Larry Graden’s Bio  
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 Tina was raised in Oxford and enjoys the atmosphere of small town 

living. Tina and her husband, Lion Mike also raised their 2 grown sons, Eric 
and Ryan in that same atmosphere. Both boys were active volunteers as 
they grew up and were taught lessons they have not forgotten. They also 
have 1 grandson who will soon be 1 year of age with a baby sister due in 
December. 
 Tina joined the Oxford Lions club in 1998. She has been tail twister 

in her club as well as being the club treasurer. She is involved in all of the club activities and 
enjoys the fellowship of her fellow Lions as well as her community. 
 Tina is looking forward to the new challenge given her as District Secretary and meeting 
new fellow Lions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

September 24, 2011 Cabinet Meeting Clinton 
October 15, 2011 Banner Night  Oxford 
November 12, 2011 Cabinet Meeting Frankfort  
January 7, 2012 Mid-Winter Conference Indianapolis  
Apri l 26-30, 2012 State Convention Merri l lvi l le 

Cabinet Secretary Tina Gardner’s Bio  

 

Save the Dates …  

(More information to follow) 

 

Save the District Governor time and District 25-C money  by  
signing up to receive the district newsletter electronically . 

Forward your e-mail address to DG Eric at 
eric.ahlbrand@me.com 

Like us on Facebook to stay current with things happening in 25-C! 
Just search for “Indiana Lions District 25-C” 

Feel free to use this as a resource to share what’s going on in your club 
and community. 
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Clinton  Litt le Italy Festival September 2 - 5 
Batt le Ground Benefit  Golf Outing September 9 
Oxford Dan Patch Days September 9-11 
Zionsville  Fall Fest ival September 10 & 11 
Newport Hil l  Climb September 30 – October 2 

 

The Crawfordsville Lions Club has changed their meeting place to: 
  
 
 
 

 
They will continue to meet at 6:00 pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday. 

Upcoming Club Events … 

Patch of Blue Denim 
101 E. Main Street 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 
 

LEBANON (from Left): Byron Ernest, President; 
Margi Mcconnaha. Vice President; Walt 
Johnson, Secretary, Gene Souders, Treasurer; 
Leo Shaw, Tail Twister; John Witsman, Lion 
Tamer;  and, Roy Wood, Chaplain. They were 
installed June 23, 2012 by PDG Al McConnaha. 

Lions Club Officers 2011-2012 

BATTLEGROUND: (Above) Sworn in by 
PDG Charlie Short. (left to right) PDG 
Charlie Short; Lion Deb Fowler – Secretary; 
Lion Ed Geisler – Co-membership Chair; 
Lion Rick Oliver – Treasurer 
  
(Below) Arthur (Gene) Shumard bring sworn 
in as President by PDG Charlie Short.  

Follow us on Twitter! @IndianaLions25C 
Which can be accessed at: 

http://twitter.com/IndianaLions25C 
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The Recipient of the award is…  

ZIONSVILLE: Lion Wayne 
Warren – Lion of the Year & the 
“Sparky” award for his 5-year 
effort to upgrade the electrical in 
the park.   
 

ZIONSVILLE: Lion 
Jennifer Blandford – 
Officer of the Year 
 

LAFAYETTE: Vocational Award Winners - (from 
L to R) Lindsey Shriner (West Lafayette High 
School), Alyson Fedlberg (McCutcheon High 
School), Anna Anderson (representing her son, 
William Kane from Harrison High School) and 
Jacob Kennedy (Central Catholic High School).  
The winner from Lafayette Jefferson High 
School, Tanner Hieat was unable to be present. 

BROWNSBURG: PDG Billy 
Chastain received 
recognition from the 
International President as 
an outstanding Leo Club 
advisor. 

BROWNSBURG: Lion Paul 
Morrison was voted "Lion of 
the Year" by the Brownsburg 
Lions Club members.   
 

ZIONSVILLE: Lion Steve 
Snider – Melvin Jones 

ZIONSVILLE: Lion Tom 
Rushworth – Melvin Jones 
 

ZIONSVILLE: Lion Steve 
Tarr – President’s Award 
 

ZIONSVILLE: Two long time Lion 
Tamers were recognized for their 
service and received the “Tamer” 
award, Kenny Caldwell (left) and 
Don Spees (right). 
 



 

 

 

District 25C Lions…  “We Serve”  


