
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOW! My year as DG is one-third over and Iôm already 
wondering where the time went.  I wonôt spend too much time 
wondering because we still have lots to accomplish togetheréso letôs 
get moving! 

On the 22nd of October, a special meeting was held in Lebanon 
regarding the ñredistrictingò proposal I briefed you on previously.  Iôm 
happy to report that óOption 3ô I outlined in that briefing was approved 
during this meeting.  Option 3 involved dividing the current District E-1 
into two with District E-2 absorbing eight counties and District C 
absorbing 4 counties with 19 clubs (Clay, Morgan, Owen, and Vigo). 
Potentially, two additional counties could be transferred to C, subject to 
final negotiations. 

At this time, all three affected districts have now approved this 
option. Because of constitutional requirements, this will not occur until 
July of 2013 at the earliest; a resolution must pass the district 
conventions of the three affected districts (C, E-1 & E-2) as well as the 
state convention in Merrillville by a 2/3 majority.  After that, the LCI 
Board will take up the matter during FY2012. 

Iôm sure I donôt have to say this, but redistricting is a temporary 
solution to 25C being in ñtransition.ò  In addition to our efforts at the club 
level, I look forward to seeing the GMT and GLT initiatives gain traction 
as we look to membership and leadership development to strengthen 
the overall human capital in District C. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who joined us for Banner Night on 
October 15th! We had a great time! The food, entertainment, and 
company were perfect. Mostly, I was humbled by the support shown by 
everyone. Thanks, Lion Karen and the Oxford Club for organizing such 
a great event. Special thanks to 2VDG Larry for doing a bang-up job as 
emcee, and VDG Pat Short for your assistance with planning, setup 
and protocol. There are many others that deserve thankséyou know 
who you are! 

Be sure to LIKE ñIndiana Lions District 25-Cò on FacebookÈ and 
follow ñIndianaLions25Cò on TwitterÈ. If you have club members or 
anyone else that you would like us to add to our newsletter database, 
please share those with me and Iôll get them added pronto. 
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I appreciate all of the hard work done by all of you throughout the district. Please let me 
know what I can do to support youéand have a great time doing it! 

-- DG Eric Ahlbrand 

 

 

Our Humanitarian Service 

I have often read that ñfrom many small things a great thing is 
madeò and wondered how that might apply to what we do. As Lions, 
we are often asked to do large things, such as providing Earthquake 
relief in Haiti, Japan and China, for example.  Through these amazing 
programs we have helped tens of thousands of people. These actions 

should give you, your clubs and all Lions a little spring in their step. Although these 
outreach programs certainly show the strength of our worldwide reach and capacity, for 
me it is often the small gifts of help to those in need in our own communities are what 
truly warms my heart.  

For the worldôs largest volunteer organization to be flexible enough to be able to 
fill the smallest need on an individual basis at the local level is truly amazing. Such 
small gifts often have impact that far exceeds their dollar value. The comfort and 
encouragement given to a person receiving a loaner hearing aid from total strangers 
must be overwhelming. What such folks can now contribute back to their families and 
society will never be measured.   

While we share meals at Lions meetings and fundraisers, we do it not just to 
have fun with our club family. At every meeting, in a small way, we help people we will 
never meet all over the world in ways large and small. This is what makes us ñdoersò. 
This is why, as Indiana Lions, we are respected worldwide. Every little thing we do 
keeps building a better tomorrow for the people that need our helpéand they need our 
help now more than everéso keep having fun and keep eating that chicken!  
 

 

 

How Strong Is Your Club?  
 
There is a growing trend in Lionism in our country and it is not a good 
one. Membership has seen a steady decline across the US and that 
includes District 25-C. The obvious question is why? We can accept 
the fact that we lose some members due to death but surveys show 
that many members are leaving their clubs because they do not feel 
welcomed by those clubs. And this is where the sponsors of the new 
members need to be fulfilling the obligation they accepted when their sponsored 
member joined their club. For the first year of a new memberôs life in Lionism the 
sponsor should be working to educate the new member about Lionsô programs, whether 
local, state or international in scope. The sponsor should be sitting with the new 
member at club meetings and telling them about Melvin Jones, W.P. Woods, Helen 

1st VDG Mary Pat Short  
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Keller, the five Indiana state projects and our international presidentôs program of 
planting trees. The sponsor should also learn about the interests of the new member 
and find that niche in the club that will allow that new member to grow in Lionism. What 
grade would you give your club in membership recruitment and retention? Are you 
passing or failing? Has your club membership grown in the last year? It doesnôt take 
long to answer these questions and hopefully the answers will show your club is on the 
right path to becoming a stronger club through a successful membership program.  
 
 

  

News From LCIF  

As your LCIF coordinator, I am excited about a number of changes in LCIF 
programs. These changes provide substantially more flexibility and access to LCIF 
programs, both for donors and recipients. I have three main goals for the year. First, to 
inform you and your club about your International Foundation and what it is doing. 
Secondly, I would like to assist your club in identifying funding prospects and preparing 

grant requests for your community service projects! Number three is to make sure that 
we stay on the ball and continue to support LCIF now, when people need our help 

more than ever. 
The first BIG thing is the Measles Initiative. Lions International is the lead non-

profit service organization supporting the global effort to fight measles. Because in the 
United States most children are vaccinated against this disease, measles in most 
instances is merely a nuisance when it occurs. But in other parts of the world, where 
children do not have access to adequate healthcare, children often become blind or die 
from it. Itôs a battle worth fighting. 

Secondly, there are some important changes to the Melvin Jones Fellow 
program. MJFs or Progressives can now be designated to support one of five standing 
funds within the Foundation: Sight, Youth, Disaster, Humanitarian, or Area of Greatest 
Need. MJFôs may also be designated for the Measles Initiative. 

Campaign SightFirst and Campaign SightFirst II are universally recognized 
as the most successful public health programs in world history. Thatôs why we are 
being asked to tackle another huge effort. If you or your club would like to know more 
about LCIF and its programs, I am available to make club presentations or just talk to 
you directly at (765) 743-3160.  

Thank you for your continuing support of LCIF! 

 

PDG Charlie Short 
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Miracle Bus Update --  October 2011  

Good news! Scottie Dixon finally has the bus in the last stages of painting and 
will be delivering the bus this week. It will be taken to Sign Experts in Lafayette for 
measurements and initial sign prep, and then parked at Oxford while the signage is 
completed. Because the Bus is not technically a bus any longer, it will be registered as 
an RV or other vehicle when it arrives. This will save us money and eliminate any 
questions about what type of driverôs license one needs, the bus only requires a regular 
operatorôs license, not a commercial one. 

Discussions with Lion Jack Salsbery of 25F have convinced your committee to 
adopt 25Fôs screening methods for school age kids and adults. Equipment similar to 
theirs will be ordered by the end of the month. This will include an Optec 5000 machine, 
SIFIMAV screening tools, and stereo test equipment. We also have been granted a 
PlusOptix camera for Operation Kidsight preschool screenings, and will also test for 
color blindness. Our hearing test equipment is also ready to go. 

Be thinking about schools, Head Starts, health fairs, county fairs, nursing homes, 
preschools, and other groups that would welcome you to conduct screenings for them! If 
you or your club wants to be trained on the busô equipment and/or Operation KidSight, 
now is a good time to call and get on the schedule! Call (765) 743-3160 to reserve 
training dates today! For Operation KidSight photo-screening training, contact Lion Mike 
Joyce of the Clinton LC at (765) 832-9232.  
 

PDG Charlie Short 
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November 2  Official  visi t Delphi 
November 9  Official  visi t Cl inton 
November 12 Cabinet Meeting**  Frankfort 
November 15 Official  visi t Monticel lo 
November 16 Official  visi t Lafayette 
November 22 Official  visi t Zionsville 
November 28 Official  visi t Cloverdale 
   
January 7, 2012 Mid-Winter Conference Indianapol is 
   

**Additional information follows on the next page  

District Governorõs Calendar 
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District 25-C Cabinet Meeting 
 

 The 2nd District 25-C Cabinet meeting will be held on 
Saturday November 12, 2011 hosted by the Frankfort Lions 
Club.  

 It will be held at St Mary's Catholic Church in Muller 
Hall. The address is 600 St Mary's Avenue which is located 
just off of Highway 28 on the east side of town. 

 The PDG meeting will start at 9am with the general 
session to begin at 10am.  

 The cost of the meeting is $10.00 which covers lunch, coffee and snacks. 

 The lunch menu is a chicken breast, potato, vegetable, salad and dessert. 

 RSVP to Frankfortôs Club President Lion Tom Dickerson @ 
dickersontom@yahoo.com or his # is 765-242-5323. 

 

See you there! 
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A Roaring Welcome to These 

New Members of District 25-C 
 

 

 

 

    

Brookston Randy Jeffries 

Clinton Brad McNeil 

Newport Roger Parter 

 Bob Bumberg 

Royal Center Michael Kitchell 

 Matthew Kitchell 

Peace Poster Deadline is Near: 

Clubs must send posters to DG Eric no 
later than November 10.  
 
Submitted posters will be judged at the 
November 12 District Cabinet Meeting in 
Frankfort.  
 
Club members attending the Cabinet 
Meeting may bring their selected peace 
poster to the meeting.  
 

 

mailto:dickersontom@yahoo.com
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The Lions of Indiana 23rd Mid-Winter Conference on Saturday, 

January 7, 2012 is fast approaching. 

 Early Bird pre-registration is November 1 to November 30, 2011 

 Pre-registration is December 1 to December 24, 2011 

 No pre-registrations accepted after December 24, 2011 

Mid-winter Conference registration form is now on the Indiana Lions website 
under printable forms. 
http://www.harroldconsulting.com/indianalions/website/documents/2012MidWinte
rRegistrationFormb.pdf 
 

 
 
 

Midwinter Conference Silent Auction Coordinator for 25 -C 

 
Again this year there will be a silent auction at the Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Leadership 
Conference on January 7, 2012 in Indianapolis.  Each Indiana Lions District is asked to 
donate at least 3 items worth $20 or more for the auction. 
 
If you are interested in organizing the donations for 25-Côs participation in this silent 
auction to raise funds for the Leo program please contact DG Eric @ 
eric.ahlbrand@me.com no later than November 30. 
 

 
CLINTON:  The Clinton Lions Club in partnership with the Cayuga Lions Club recently 

completed vision screening in all elementary and middle schools within the counties of 

Vermillion, Parke, and Fountain. Students enrolled in grades 1, 3, 5 and 8 were 

provided free vision screening by the trained Lions Screening teams. A total of 1279 

students were screened this year with 430 referrals for additional testing. Special thanks 

to the Lions of District 25-F who assisted our local clubs since this program began in 

2007 by providing training and use of their equipment. 

ZIONSVILLE: World Trade Center Beam travels to Zionsville. The Zionsville Lions Club 

hosted "A Ten Year Tribute and Remembrance to 9/11" for Boone County residents on 

Thursday September 8, 2011 as a pre event to their annual Fall Festival. It was a night 

that brought together the entire county including police, fire, and EMS. Streets lined with 

American flags greeted the military escort of the section of the World Trade Center 

Beam to the Zionsville Performing Arts Center. 

http://www.harroldconsulting.com/indianalions/website/documents/2012MidWinterRegistrationFormb.pdf
http://www.harroldconsulting.com/indianalions/website/documents/2012MidWinterRegistrationFormb.pdf
mailto:eric.ahlbrand@me.com
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Scenes from the 2011 Brianôs Trike Race for ISBVI 

 

It was a beautiful autumn day, spending time with friends, making new friends and 

raising money for a wonderful cause. 

 
 
 

 
  

DG Eric (Oxford) completing his 

practice lap 

Lion Larry Whitmore 

(Brownsburg) coasting to a stop 

1
st
 VDG Pat (Lafayette) ready to 

hand off the trike to PDG Charlie 

PDG Nick (Brownsburg) enjoying 

his first time EVER on a trike 

Lion Dick McKellar (Pres., Zionsville) 

pedaling to a team win. 

Lion Gretchen Xinopoulos 

(Brownsburg) trying out her ride 

District 25C Happeningsé 


